Najas minor

European Naiad,
Spiny Leaf Naiad

Invasive to Maine

Freshwater
Ponds and Lakes

Leaves
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Look for small leaves (2 to 3 cm) that are elongatesy are
thin, pointed, and have toothed (even spiny) edfies.base
of each leaf that wraps around the stem is jaggddsquare,
not round. Leaves can be alternate, opposite, orledh
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Your Photo here!

We hope you don’t find this invasive species,
but if you do we need a picture of the flowers
and stem of the European Naiad for this
identification card. Please take a clear photo
of the tiny flowers and long thin stem, and
send it to vitalsighs@gmri.org

From July to August look for green flowers that asesmall
as a grain of sand, growing in the crevices betvtieen
leaves and stem.
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Look for an underwater plant with lots of thin bcaes and
leaves. European Naiad is found growing at depti$ @m
to 2 m.

Stem
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Look for stems that are thin and flexible. Theywgtap t '.
m long and have many branches at the upper erk atém.

Similar Species

You can tell invasive European Naiad apart fromrtheve
Slender Naiad by looking at the base of the leéwbere they
attach to the stem). The European Naiad has ajaggeare-
shaped leaf base. The Slender Naiad has a smaottied leaf
base.

Fun Fact

The European Naiads stem is easily broken. Beazflite
fragile stem it is sometimes called the Brittle &hilt has the
incredible ability to grow a whole new plant fromyt pieces
that have broken off (this is called fragmentafidrhese
pieces can get caught on boats and travel to nevegl
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