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Najas flexilis

Slender Naiad
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Look for small leaves (2 to 3 cm) that are elongatesy are
thin, pointed, and have finely-toothed edges. Téeelnf
each leaf that wraps around the stem is roundeddgged)
and square. Leaves can be alternate, oppositehanted!
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Seasonal Change

Your Photo here!
We need a picture of the flowers and stem
of the Slender Naiad for this identification
card. Please take a clear photo of the tiny
flowers and long thin stem, and send it to
vitalsigns@gmri.org

From July to August look for green flowers that asesmall
as a grain of sand, growing in the crevices betvtieen
leaves and stem.

www.vitalsignsme.org

Plant

, - G0 <]
Look for an underwater plant with lots of thin bcaes and
leaves. Slender Naiad is found in water up to 4eepd
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Stem
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Look for stems that are thin and flexible. Theywgtap to 3
m long and have many branches at the upper erk atém.

Similar Species

You can tell the native Slender Naiad apart fromitivasive
European Naiad by looking at the base of the leévisre
they attach to the stem). The Slender Naiad hascath,
rounded leaf base. The European Naiad has a jegyede-
shaped leaf base.

Fun Fact

Unlike most plants, Naiads live for less than ary&aey die
back in the fall and rely upon seeds to re-poputatbe spring.
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