
Smooth Periwinkle

Littorina obtusata
Coastal

Rocky Intertidal, Docks, and Beaches

Look for a shell with a flat spire (spiraled end) and a flat 
apex (tip). The whorls are smooth with very shallow ridges 
(sutures) between each whorl. Use the diagram to help you.

Look for a tear-shaped aperture (opening).

The shell of the Smooth Periwinkle can be many different 
colors ranging from olive green to yellow to banded or 
checkered.

No other periwinkle species in Maine has as flat a spire as the 
smooth periwinkle. It also has a thinner shell than other Maine 
periwinkles.

Look in the lower intertidal zone for a periwinkle with a 
smooth, round shell up to 1.3 cm, and a flat spire (spiraled 
end). The spire is even shorter than shell B in the diagram!
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The Smooth Periwinkle has gills (like a fish). It "breathes" 
oxygen in the water and must stay in the lower intertidal zone 
where it is more often covered by water. It can look a lot like 
the vesicles (bladders) on Bladder Wrack or Knotted Wrack 
and is often found hiding there!

Did You Know?

Native to Maine

Help us improve this species card! Contact us with your updates.
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