Najas minor

European

Naiad,

Spiny Leaf Naiad, Brittle Naiad

Leslie J. Meﬁrhoff, www.bquood.org, Diagr USDA ;
Look for leaves (2 to 3 cm) that are thin, pointaad have

toothed, spiny edges. The leaf base that wrapsdrie

stem is jagged and square, not round (see "Si@pacies").

Leaves can be alternate, opposite, or whorled!
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Seasonal Change

Hippolyte Coste

From July to August look for green flowers that asesmall
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as a grain of sand, growing in the crevices betvtieen
leaves and stem.

Researched and created by: Brendan O'Keefe

Help us improve this species card! Contact us with your updates.

Invasive to Maine

Freshwater
Ponds and Lakes
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Look for an underwater plant with lots of thin bcaes and
leaves. European naiad is found growing at defttié em
to 2 m.

Stem

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, www.bugwood.org (co).

Look for stems that are thin and flexible. Theywap to 3
m long and have many branches at the upper erk atém.

Similar Species

With a hand lens or microscope, you can tell inuasi
European naiad apart from native Slender naiaddkihg at
the base of the leaves (where they attach to ém)siThe
European naiad has a jagged, square-shaped leafTiaes
Slender naiad has a smooth rounded leaf base.

Did You Know?

The European naiad's stem is easy to break. Beoditse
fragile stem it is sometimes called the Brittleamhilt can grow
a whole new plant from tiny pieces that break off
(fragmentation.) These pieces can get caught ots laoal
travel to new places. Not so fun for our lakes!
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