
Giant Salvinia,

Salvinia molesta
Freshwater

Ponds and Lakes

Look for leaves that are small (2cm), round, and arranged in 
groups of threes. The upper surfaces of green leaves are 
covered with rows of white, bristly hairs. Leaves are fleshy.  
Plants bear a third leaf that is brown and dangles underwater.

Look for stems that are up to 10cm. Stems are rootless, 
hairy, and float horizontally just below the surface of the 
water. At each node there is a new pair of floating leaves.

Giant salvinia is a fern, so it does not produce a flower. It 
reproduces each year with spores and by fragmentation.

No native plants in Maine are similar to Giant salvinia.

Look for a floating fern with fleshy leaves that has no roots.
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In the laboratory, plant populations have been found to double 
in size every 2 to 4 days. Giant salvinia  originated in Brazil 
and was introduced in the US as a decorative plant for 
aquariums. Salvinia weevils are used as a biological control of 
Giant salvinia.
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Invasive to Maine
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