Coleoptera
Water Penny

Native to Maine

Freshwater
Rivers and Streams

Larval Form Larva lllustration
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Look for very small larva resembling pennies andeha
hard exoskeleton on top. On the bottom they hasugction
like mouth and 6 legs that spread to the insidh@shell.

Note the flat nature of the water penny. From tbgdm,

note the armored plates that surround the bellythad legs
towards the front.

Variations and Details Life Cycle Diagram
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Water pennies vary in color. Normally they are ¢afrown, 5 I @ i’
but can be green or black. s Lafen] Fearn = nlfo
Adult Form Similar Species
Adult water pennies resemble riffle beetles, howeklt
water pennies are much larger (appr. 1-2 cm) afichat be
found in the water.
Did You Know?
The water penny is Jeffrey Rubel’s (VS intern) fateomacro-
invertebrate. He says: "They are the cutest ahaltro-
invertebrates."
‘GG Yajobson "Beetles of Russia" Table pde Intolerant of Pollution.
Look for beetle-shaped adults that resemble are ety i
large riffle beetle. They are not truly aquaticugh because .;» e, TR m
they can be found emerging on rocks. '-... Gulf of Maine §|gn
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Help us improve this species card! Contact us with your updates. www.vitalsignsme.org



