
Pitch Pine

Pinus rigida
Upland

Sandy Uplands

Look for needles growing in clusters of 3. Needles are 
6 to 13 cm in length and are dark green, thick (over 1 
mm), and often twist slightly.

Look for light brown bark with deep cracks in between 
plates of bark. New stem bark is rough and spiny. 
Needles may sprout from the trunk, a unique trait.

Toward summer's end, look for cones that are 4 to 7 
cm long with sharp scales. Female flowers are curved. 
Male flowers are found in large clusters on twig tips.

Pitch pine looks a lot like red pine and white pine, until 
you count the needles! Pitch pines have twisting needles 
in groups of 3. Red pine has groups of 2. White pine has 
groups of 5. Pitch pines grow in sandy, dry areas with 
poor soil.

Look for a medium-sized evergreen (has needles year-
round), coniferous (cone-bearing) tree. Trees often 
have crooked or multiple trunks and grow 6 to 30 m tall.
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Pitch pine trees can grow shoots from their trunks. This is 
an adaptation that helps the trees recover after fire 
damages their crowns (tops). This tree is sometimes 
used in making charcoal.

Fun Fact 

Native to Maine
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Help us improve this species card! Contact us with your updates.


